
Top 10 Zermatt Winter Activities: Your 2024 Guide to Switzerland’s Iconic Alpine Village 

Nestled beneath the imposing Matterhorn, Zermatt is a winter wonderland filled with exciting Zermatt 

winter activities that beckon travelers from all around the world. This Swiss alpine village is famous for its 

skiing, stunning landscapes, and enchanting car-free streets. Whether you're a winter sports enthusiast, a 

lover of scenic views, or just looking for a cozy European getaway, Zermatt has something to offer 

everyone. Here’s a guide to the top 10 winter activities in Zermatt to help make your 2024 winter vacation 

unforgettable. 

Top 10 Zermatt Winter Activities 

1. Skiing on the Matterhorn Glacier Paradise 

As one of the highest-altitude ski resorts in Europe, Zermatt winter activities offer skiing and snowboarding 

all year round, but the winter season is truly exceptional. The Matterhorn Glacier Paradise features over 

360 kilometers of pistes, including runs that cross the border into Italy, allowing skiers to experience two 

countries in one day. Skiers of all levels will find runs to suit their abilities, while advanced skiers can 

tackle the steepest descents for an adrenaline-filled adventure. 

Tip: Purchase the Zermatt-Cervinia International Ski Pass to access both Swiss and Italian slopes. 

2. Discover the Gornergrat Bahn Railway 

The Gornergrat Bahn, Europe’s highest open-air cogwheel train, is one of the must-do Zermatt winter 

activities, offering a breathtaking journey from Zermatt to the Gornergrat Ridge, where panoramic views 

of the Matterhorn and surrounding peaks await. At the top, visitors can marvel at 29 mountain peaks over 

4,000 meters high. 

Tip: Plan your trip to catch sunrise or sunset for an awe-inspiring sight. 

 

3. Explore Zermatt Village 

Zermatt’s picturesque, car-free village center is a highlight of Zermatt winter activities, dotted with quaint, 

historic chalets, boutiques, and cafes. Walking through the cobbled streets, you’ll encounter Swiss 



architecture, artisanal shops, and cozy restaurants. This charming town combines luxury with traditional 

Swiss hospitality, offering a warm welcome to travelers. 

Tip: Try Swiss delicacies like raclette and fondue at local restaurants like Restaurant Schäferstube. 

4. Visit the Matterhorn Museum 

For a glimpse into Zermatt winter activities and history, the Matterhorn Museum, also known as 

“Zermatlantis,” offers a fascinating look at the lives of early mountaineers, local culture, and the village’s 

transformation into a world-famous resort. The museum also chronicles the history of the Matterhorn’s first 

ascent, filled with stories of courage and tragedy. 

Tip: The museum is a great indoor option for snowy days when outdoor Winter Activities might be limited. 

 

5. Snowshoeing in the Alpine Forests 

For a unique way to explore Zermatt’s winter landscape, try snowshoeing—one of the top Zermatt winter 

activities. It’s a quieter, more immersive way to enjoy the Alpine scenery, and it doesn’t require any 

previous experience. Several trails lead through snow-covered forests, offering a serene escape into nature. 

Tip: Join a guided tour to learn about the local flora, fauna, and history of the region. 

6. Ice Climbing on Frozen Waterfalls 

Ice climbing is a thrilling adventure for winter sports enthusiasts looking to test their skills. Zermatt winter 

activities, like ice climbing, provide an excellent setting for this challenging sport, with the town’s icy 

waterfalls offering an ideal backdrop. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced climber, there are 

instructors and guided tours to safely introduce you to this exciting activity. 

Tip: Rent equipment and take a lesson if you’re new to ice climbing, as the experience requires technical 

skills. 



 

7. Paragliding Over the Swiss Alps 

For those seeking the ultimate winter thrill, paragliding over Zermatt is an experience like no other. Tandem 

paragliding flights offer the chance to soar above the snow-covered landscape with a bird’s-eye view of the 

Matterhorn, glaciers, and Alpine valleys below, making it one of the most exciting Zermatt winter activities 

for adrenaline seekers. 

Tip: Book your flight in advance, especially during peak winter months, as this is a popular winter activity. 

8. Ice Skating in Zermatt’s Outdoor Rink 

For a classic winter experience, head to Zermatt’s outdoor ice-skating rink located in the village center. 

This is one of the must-try Zermatt winter activities, perfect for families and groups, offering a relaxed and 

festive atmosphere. Surrounded by snowy mountains, it’s a great way to embrace the holiday season. 

Tip: The rink often has rental skates available, and there are scheduled family skate times, making it an 

accessible winter activity for all ages. 



 

9. Tobogganing Down the Rotenboden-Riffelberg Track 

Zermatt offers one of the highest toboggan runs in the Alps, from Rotenboden to Riffelberg. This thrilling 

1.5-kilometer ride is one of the must-try Zermatt winter activities, offering a fast and fun descent with 

stunning mountain views. Tobogganing is a family-friendly winter activity, and the train ride to the top of 

the track provides beautiful panoramas of Zermatt and the surrounding peaks. 

Tip: Arrive early to avoid long queues, and be sure to wear warm, waterproof clothing as it can get chilly 

on the ride down. 

10. Relax in a Swiss Spa 

After days of exciting Zermatt winter activities, nothing beats relaxing in one of Zermatt’s luxurious spas. 

Several hotels in Zermatt offer wellness facilities that include saunas, hot tubs, steam rooms, and even 

outdoor thermal pools with mountain views. Rejuvenate your muscles and unwind in style, surrounded by 

the pristine beauty of the Alps. 

Tip: Many spas are located in hotels, but day passes are often available for non-guests, so check with local 

hotels like Hotel Mont Cervin Palace or Riffelalp Resort. 



 

Practical Tips for Visiting Zermatt in Winter 

 Pack Appropriately: Winter temperatures in Zermatt can be quite low, so pack layers, waterproof 

clothing, and warm accessories like hats and gloves. 

 Transportation: Zermatt is a car-free village, meaning the only way to reach it is by train or 

electric taxi from nearby Täsch. The trains run frequently, and the ride offers lovely views of the 

mountains. 

 Altitude Preparation: Zermatt sits at a high altitude, and activities like skiing and hiking can be 

more strenuous than at sea level. Stay hydrated and take it easy on your first day to acclimate. 

 Currency: Switzerland uses the Swiss Franc (CHF), and while many establishments accept credit 

cards, having some cash for smaller shops or public transportation is helpful. 

 Sustainable Travel: Zermatt is dedicated to preserving its natural beauty. Opt for eco-friendly 

accommodations and avoid leaving waste when exploring the mountains. 

 



Zermatt is a winter paradise that combines the best of adventure, culture, and relaxation, making it an ideal 

winter destination for travelers of all types. From skiing on world-class slopes to the serene experience of 

snowshoeing, there’s no shortage of Zermatt winter activities to enjoy in this iconic Swiss village. Whether 

you’re a thrill-seeker or a lover of tranquil winter landscapes, Zermatt offers unforgettable memories and 

scenic beauty at every turn. 

So, pack your winter gear, plan your itinerary, and prepare to experience the magic of Zermatt, one of 

Switzerland’s most enchanting winter destinations. 

 

https://tripandseek.com/winter-sports-destinations/

