Best Cultural Festivals Around the World: Must-Visit Events in 2024

Traveling to attend the best cultural festivals offers a unique way to experience the traditions, music, art,
and food of different countries, as well as to connect with people from diverse backgrounds for ultimate
cultural immersion. Here’s a guide to some of the most anticipated cultural festivals happening in 2024,
giving travelers a chance to immerse themselves in celebrations rich with meaning and heritage.

10 Best Cultural Festivals Around the World
1. Carnival in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

When: February 9-14, 2024

Where: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

The Rio Carnival is one of the best cultural festivals and one of the biggest and most vibrant celebrations
in the world. Taking place in the lead-up to Lent, it’s known for its dazzling parades, lively samba music,
and over-the-top costumes. Each year, samba schools from around Rio compete in the Sambadrome, with
floats, dancers, and musicians creating a visually stunning experience. Travelers can join the street parties,
called blocos, which are scattered throughout the city, giving everyone a chance to dance and celebrate.

2. Chinese New Year in Hong Kong
When: February 10, 2024
Where: Hong Kong, China

Chinese New Year is celebrated worldwide, but few places embrace it as fully as Hong Kong, making it
one of the best cultural festivals to experience. In 2024, the Year of the Dragon promises grand celebrations
with fireworks, dragon dances, and colorful lantern displays. Highlights include the Parade of Floats and
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the nightly Lunar New Year Fireworks over Victoria Harbour. Hong Kong’s street markets and temples
also come alive with decorations and traditional performances, offering a glimpse into the cultural heritage
of China’s most important holiday.
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3. Holi Festival in Mathura and Vrindavan, India
When: March 25, 2024
Where: Mathura and Vrindavan, India

Holi, known as the “Festival of Colors,” is a Hindu festival marking the arrival of spring. In Mathura and
Vrindavan, Holi holds special significance as these towns are linked to the life of Lord Krishna. The festival
here spans over a week, with events like Lathmar Holi, where women playfully hit men with sticks, and
Phoolon Wali Holi, celebrated with a shower of flowers. Joining the locals in the joyful powder-throwing
celebrations is an unforgettable experience, making Holi one of the best cultural festivals in India and a
must-see for those seeking vibrant cultural immersion.



4. Semana Santa in Seville, Spain
When: March 24-31, 2024
Where: Seville, Spain

Semana Santa, or Holy Week, is one of the best cultural festivals celebrated across Spain, with Seville’s
festivities being the most elaborate. Intricately decorated floats portraying scenes from the Passion of Christ
are carried through the streets by processions of hooded nazarenos. The solemn and beautiful atmosphere,
accompanied by haunting saetas (traditional songs), creates an emotional and reflective experience. For
those interested in the religious heritage of Spain, Semana Santa is a must-visit cultural event.

5. Hanami (Cherry Blossom Festival) in Tokyo, Japan
When: Late March to Early April, 2024
Where: Tokyo, Japan

The Japanese cherry blossom, or sakura, blooms in early spring, transforming Tokyo’s parks into
breathtaking scenes of pink and white flowers. Hanami, or flower-viewing, is a centuries-old tradition
where people gather to admire the blossoms and enjoy picnics under the trees. Ueno Park, Shinjuku Gyoen,
and Chidorigafuchi are popular spots in Tokyo for hanami, with lantern-lit evening events adding to the
beauty. The Cherry Blossom Festival is one of the best cultural festivals in Japan, showcasing the country’s
deep-rooted appreciation for nature and fleeting beauty.



6. Inti Raymi in Cusco, Peru
When: June 24, 2024
Where: Cusco, Peru

Inti Raymi, or the Festival of the Sun, is one of the best cultural festivals in the world, honoring the sun
god, Inti. Held on the winter solstice in the Southern Hemisphere, Inti Raymi was once the largest festival
of the Inca Empire and is still widely celebrated today in Cusco, the former Incan capital. Dressed in
traditional costumes, thousands of locals reenact ceremonies, music, and dances that recreate the rituals of
Incan royalty. This festival offers visitors a look into Peru’s indigenous heritage and a chance to witness a
celebration that dates back centuries.

7. Edinburgh Festival Fringe, Scotland
When: August 2-26, 2024
Where: Edinburgh, Scotland

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe is one of the best cultural festivals in the world, attracting artists and
performers from all corners of the globe. With comedy shows, theater performances, and street art, the city
is transformed into a creative haven for three weeks. What makes the Fringe unique is its openness—anyone
with a story to tell or a show to perform can participate. From experimental theater to stand-up comedy, the
Fringe promises something for every cultural enthusiast, making it a vibrant celebration of global talent.

8. Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany
When: September 21 - October 6, 2024

Where: Munich, Germany



Oktoberfest, the world’s largest beer festival, is one of the best cultural festivals with deep roots in Bavarian
tradition. Held in Munich, Oktoberfest welcomes millions of visitors who come to enjoy traditional
Bavarian food, music, and, of course, the famous beer tents. While beer is the main attraction, Oktoberfest
is also a family-friendly event with carnival rides, games, and parades showcasing Bavarian costumes. This
festival is an ideal destination for travelers wanting to experience German culture and hospitality in a lively,
festive setting.

9. Day of the Dead in Oaxaca, Mexico
When: November 1-2, 2024
Where: Oaxaca, Mexico

Mexico’s Day of the Dead, or Dia de los Muertos, is one of the best cultural festivals in the world, offering
a vibrant celebration of life and death, while paying homage to departed loved ones. In Oaxaca, the
festivities are especially elaborate, featuring candlelit altars, marigold-covered graves, and lively parades
with painted faces and traditional dress. Locals believe that during this time, the spirits of loved ones return
to the world of the living. Travelers can join the locals in decorating altars and tasting traditional foods,
making for a truly immersive cultural experience.

10. New Year’s Eve in Sydney, Australia
When: December 31, 2024
Where: Sydney, Australia

Ringing in the New Year in Sydney is a spectacular experience, especially with the fireworks display over
Sydney Harbour. As one of the best cultural festivals worldwide, it features the iconic backdrop of the
Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge, making it one of the most watched celebrations globally.
Festivities take place across the city, with parties, concerts, and family-friendly activities. Sydney’s New
Year’s Eve celebration brings together locals and visitors to celebrate with a stunning visual show, making
it an ideal cultural event to kickstart the New Year.

These ten festivals offer travelers a unique window into the cultures, histories, and traditions that define
some of the world’s most celebrated destinations. Whether you’re drawn to the colors of Rio Carnival, the
spiritual atmosphere of Semana Santa, or the vibrant hanami of Japan, each festival provides a memorable
experience and a deeper understanding of the world’s cultural diversity. So in 2024, consider planning a
journey around one of these incredible festivals and embark on an adventure that celebrates the richness of
global culture.



