
10 Best Winter Travel Destinations for 2024 

Winter travel can be a magical experience, offering snow-covered landscapes, festive atmospheres, and 

unique seasonal activities. Whether you're a snow lover looking for ski slopes or a sun-seeker searching for 

tropical getaways, the winter season offers diverse travel opportunities around the world.  Here’s a list of 

the 10 best winter travel destinations for 2024, with something for every type of traveler. 

10 Best Winter Travel Destinations 

1. Zermatt, Switzerland 

Winter travel enthusiasts should put Zermatt at the top of their list. Nestled in the Swiss Alps, Zermatt offers 

world-class skiing, breathtaking alpine views, and access to the iconic Matterhorn. Beyond the slopes, you 

can explore the charming town with its cozy chalets and indulge in Swiss delicacies like fondue and raclette. 

For those who don’t ski, Zermatt also offers scenic train rides, winter hiking trails, and luxury spas to relax 

and unwind. 

Winter Highlights: 

 Skiing and snowboarding on the Matterhorn 

 Scenic Gornergrat Railway ride 

 Christmas markets and festive holiday atmosphere 

2. Kyoto, Japan 

Winter travel to Kyoto transforms the city into a serene winter wonderland, making it a perfect destination 

for those looking for cultural experiences during the colder months. As the ancient capital of Japan, Kyoto 

is famous for its historic temples, peaceful gardens, and traditional tea houses. In winter, the snow-covered 

pagodas and quiet streets offer a tranquil and reflective atmosphere. Visit during New Year's for a chance 

to participate in local festivals and see temples beautifully illuminated by winter lights. 

Winter Highlights: 

 Snow-covered Kinkaku-ji (Golden Pavilion) 

 Visiting serene Zen gardens 

 Japanese New Year's celebrations and festivals 

https://tripandseek.com/kyoto-2/


 

3. Reykjavik, Iceland 

Iceland is a true winter wonderland and offers one of the most unique winter travel experiences during the 

colder months. Reykjavik, the country’s capital, is the perfect base for exploring Iceland's natural wonders, 

including the Northern Lights, geothermal hot springs, and dramatic landscapes of ice and fire. You can 

relax in the Blue Lagoon, go on a glacier hike, or take part in snowmobiling adventures. Iceland's long 

winter nights also create the ideal conditions for catching the mesmerizing aurora borealis. 

Winter Highlights: 

 Northern Lights tours 

 Soaking in the Blue Lagoon 

 Golden Circle and glacier hikes 

4. Banff, Canada 

Located in the heart of the Canadian Rockies, Banff is an ideal winter travel destination for outdoor 

enthusiasts. This picturesque town offers incredible winter sports, including skiing, snowshoeing, and ice 

skating on frozen lakes. Banff National Park provides stunning views of snow-capped mountains, frozen 

waterfalls, and dense evergreen forests. After a day of adventure, visitors can unwind in the natural hot 

springs or explore the cozy shops and restaurants in the town of Banff. 

Winter Highlights: 

 Skiing at Lake Louise and Sunshine Village 

 Ice skating on Lake Louise 

 Banff Hot Springs 

5. Tromsø, Norway 

For a truly Arctic experience, winter travel to Tromsø in Northern Norway offers visitors the chance to 

witness some of the most incredible natural phenomena during the season. Known as the “Gateway to the 



Arctic,” Tromsø is one of the best places in the world to see the Northern Lights. The city also offers unique 

winter activities, such as dog sledding, reindeer sleigh rides, and whale watching. Winter in Tromsø is a 

celebration of Sami culture and Arctic wildlife. 

Winter Highlights: 

 Northern Lights hunting 

 Dog sledding and reindeer safaris 

 Whale watching in the fjords 

 

6. Aspen, Colorado, USA 

Aspen is synonymous with luxury winter vacations, and it remains one of the top winter travel destinations 

in the United States. Known for its world-class ski resorts, Aspen attracts winter sports enthusiasts and 

celebrities alike. Whether you’re hitting the slopes, exploring the chic boutiques, or dining at gourmet 

restaurants, Aspen offers a mix of outdoor adventure and upscale amenities. The town also hosts numerous 

winter events, from ski competitions to film festivals. 

Winter Highlights: 

 Skiing at Aspen Snowmass and Buttermilk Mountain 

 Upscale dining and shopping 

 Winter X Games in January 

7. Vienna, Austria 

Winter travel to Vienna is a fairytale experience with its imperial palaces, cobblestone streets, and cozy 

cafes. During the holiday season, the city transforms into a festive wonderland, with twinkling Christmas 

lights, ice skating rinks, and traditional Christmas markets. Stroll through the market at Rathausplatz, sip 



mulled wine, and enjoy the holiday spirit. Vienna is also famous for its classical music scene, and winter 

offers a chance to attend performances at the Vienna State Opera. 

Winter Highlights: 

 Vienna Christmas markets 

 Ice skating at the Vienna Ice World 

 New Year's Eve concerts and balls 

8. New Zealand's South Island 

For those looking to escape winter and bask in warm sunshine, New Zealand’s South Island offers the 

perfect summer getaway. December through February is summer in the Southern Hemisphere, making it a 

great time to explore the island’s breathtaking landscapes. From the fjords of Milford Sound to the turquoise 

waters of Abel Tasman National Park, New Zealand’s South Island is a paradise for nature lovers, hikers, 

and beach-goers. 

Winter Highlights (Summer in New Zealand): 

 Hiking the Milford Track 

 Swimming and kayaking in Abel Tasman National Park 

 Visiting the wineries of Marlborough 

 

9. Prague, Czech Republic 

Prague’s medieval charm is amplified in winter travel, especially during the holiday season when the city’s 

historic squares are filled with Christmas markets. The Prague Castle, Charles Bridge, and Old Town 

Square are particularly stunning when dusted with snow. Sip hot mulled wine as you explore the city’s 

cobblestone streets or take in the festive atmosphere of Wenceslas Square. Prague’s wintertime beauty and 

affordable accommodations make it a top destination for travelers seeking European charm on a budget. 

Winter Highlights: 



 Christmas markets in Old Town Square and Wenceslas Square 

 Exploring Prague Castle 

 Traditional Czech winter foods 

10. Queenstown, New Zealand 

Another Southern Hemisphere gem, Queenstown offers adventure and excitement all year round, but it’s 

summer during wintertime in the Northern Hemisphere. Known as the “Adventure Capital of the World,” 

Queenstown provides adrenaline-pumping activities such as bungee jumping, skydiving, and jet boating. 

The surrounding landscapes are equally spectacular, with opportunities to hike, bike, and relax by the lake. 

Winter Highlights (Summer in New Zealand): 

 Thrilling adventure sports 

 Wine tasting in the Central Otago region 

 Hiking around Lake Wakatipu 

 

Whether you’re chasing the Northern Lights, hitting the slopes, or escaping the cold for sunny beaches, 

winter travel in 2024 offers endless opportunities for adventure and relaxation. From snow-capped 

mountains and charming European towns to tropical getaways and cultural experiences, these destinations 

will help you make the most of the winter season. Wherever your travels take you, these 10 destinations are 

sure to create memories that last a lifetime. 


