Best Winter Sports Destinations for 2024: Skiing, Snowboarding, and More

As winter approaches, thrill-seekers and snow sports enthusiasts are gearing up to explore the best Winter
Sports Destinations the season has to offer. Whether you're a skier, snowboarder, ice climber, or simply
someone who loves the magic of snow-covered landscapes, 2024 brings exciting opportunities to explore
some of the top winter sports destinations around the world. From the towering peaks of the Alps to the
pristine slopes of North America, these destinations offer exhilarating adventures for all skill levels. Here
are the best winter sports destinations for 2024 that should be on every snow lover's radar.

10 Best Winter Sports Destinations
1. Chamonix, France

Located in the heart of the French Alps, Chamonix is a legendary winter sports destination and one of the
oldest ski resorts in the world. Known for its challenging terrain and breathtaking views of Mont Blanc,
Chamonix is perfect for experienced skiers and snowboarders looking for steep slopes, off-piste
opportunities, and glacier skiing. The resort also offers plenty of options for beginners and intermediates,
making it an all-around favorite.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Extensive terrain for advanced skiers, including off-piste areas like the
Vallée Blanche.

e Mountaineering & Ice Climbing: Chamonix is a hub for alpine mountaineering and ice climbing
enthusiasts.
e Apreés-ski scene: Chamonix boasts vibrant nightlife and excellent French cuisine.

2. Whistler Blackcomb, Canada

One of the largest Winter Sports Destinations in North America, Whistler Blackcomb in British Columbia
is a dream destination for winter sports lovers. With over 8,000 acres of skiable terrain, Whistler offers



something for everyone, from beginner slopes to adrenaline-pumping black diamond runs. In addition to
skiing and snowboarding, you can try ice climbing, heli-skiing, snowshoeing, and snowmobiling.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Whistler's massive ski area includes both groomed runs and powder-filled
bowls.

e Heli-skiing: For those seeking the ultimate thrill, Whistler offers heli-skiing to untouched
backcountry terrain.

o Village life: Whistler Village is a lively, pedestrian-friendly area with restaurants, shops, and apres-
ski hotspots.

3. Aspen, Colorado, USA

Aspen is synonymous with luxury and world-class skiing, making it one of the premier Winter Sports
Destinations in the world. This Colorado town is home to four distinct ski areas—Aspen Mountain, Aspen
Highlands, Buttermilk, and Snowmass—each offering its own unique experience. From advanced runs at
Aspen Highlands to family-friendly slopes at Buttermilk, Aspen provides a wide variety of options. The
upscale town itself is known for its high-end shops, gourmet dining, and celebrity visitors.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Aspen has terrain for all skill levels, with challenging expert runs and
excellent beginner areas.

e Snowcat skiing: Explore untouched snow in the backcountry with guided snowcat tours.

e Luxury accommodations: Aspen’s top-tier resorts and hotels cater to travelers seeking comfort and
style.

Click here for finding 10 Best Things to Do in Banff
4. Zermatt, Switzerland

Zermatt is one of Europe’s most iconic winter sports destinations, renowned for its stunning backdrop of
the Matterhorn and its expansive ski area. Zermatt offers year-round skiing thanks to its high-altitude


https://tripandseek.com/banff/

glaciers, making it a popular spot even in the warmer months. The resort has over 200 miles of pistes, with
a mix of beginner, intermediate, and advanced terrain, as well as access to some of the best off-piste skiing
in the Alps.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Ski on the world-famous Matterhorn Glacier, with connections to the
Italian resort of Cervinia.

e Mountaineering: Zermatt is a haven for mountaineers and those seeking guided alpine adventures.

e Scenic train rides: The Glacier Express offers breathtaking views of the Swiss Alps during your
trip to Zermatt.

5. Hakuba Valley, Japan

Hakuba Valley, located in Japan’s Nagano Prefecture, is one of the top Winter Sports Destinations for skiers
and snowboarders, especially those who want to experience Japan’s famed “JaPow” (Japan powder). With
10 resorts in the valley, Hakuba boasts incredible snowfall, long runs, and varied terrain that caters to all
skill levels. The area also offers cultural experiences, such as traditional hot spring baths (onsen) to relax
after a day on the slopes.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Known for deep powder and great backcountry skiing, Hakuba attracts
snow enthusiasts from around the world.

e Onsen hot springs: Relax in natural hot springs after a day on the mountain.

¢ Night skiing: Many resorts in Hakuba offer night skiing under the stars.

6. St. Anton, Austria

As one of the best Winter Sports Destinations in Austria, St. Anton is famous for its challenging slopes,
lively aprés-ski culture, and charming alpine atmosphere. Located in the Tyrolean Alps, St. Anton is part



of the vast Arlberg ski area, offering more than 300 km of slopes and 200 km of off-piste terrain. The resort
is known for its steep runs, powder-filled backcountry, and excellent snowboarding parks.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Perfect for advanced skiers and snowboarders, with some of the best off-
piste skiing in the Alps.

e Apres-ski: St. Anton is famous for its apres-ski parties, with numerous bars and nightclubs.

e Snowshoeing & tobogganing: Great for those looking for additional winter activities beyond the
slopes.

7. Jackson Hole, Wyoming, USA

Known for its rugged terrain and steep slopes, Jackson Hole is a bucket-list winter sports destination for
advanced skiers and snowboarders. Located in the Teton Mountains, Jackson Hole is home to some of the
most challenging in-bounds terrain in North America, including the legendary Corbet’s Couloir. The resort
also offers beautiful powder fields, glades, and wide-open bowls.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Jackson Hole’s famous Corbet’s Couloir is a test of skill and nerve for
expert skiers.

e Backcountry access: With easy access to the backcountry, Jackson Hole is a paradise for powder
hunters.

o Wildlife spotting: Winter in Jackson Hole is great for spotting elk, bison, and other wildlife in
nearby Grand Teton National Park.

8. Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy

The jewel of the Dolomites, Cortina d’Ampezzo is a stunning winter sports destination with world-class
skiing, charming Italian culture, and a glamorous atmosphere. Known as the “Queen of the Dolomites,”



Cortina offers spectacular scenery, well-groomed slopes, and a relaxed, fashionable vibe. The resort also
offers plenty of non-ski activities, including luxury shopping and gourmet dining.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Cortina offers access to the Dolomiti Superski area, the world’s largest
ski carousel.

o Winter sports events: Cortina is set to host the 2026 Winter Olympics, making it a top destination
for sports enthusiasts.

e Fine dining: Enjoy gourmet Italian cuisine with stunning mountain views.

9. Park City, Utah, USA

Park City is one of the top Winter Sports Destinations in the United States, home to the largest ski area in
the country, offering over 7,300 acres of skiable terrain. With world-class slopes, luxurious
accommodations, and a historic Main Street, Park City provides a blend of adventure and charm. Visitors
can enjoy top-notch skiing, snowboarding, and a variety of winter festivals and events. The nearby Deer
Valley Resort also offers an upscale ski experience with immaculate slopes and no snowboarders allowed.

Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: Park City Mountain Resort is ideal for all skill levels, from beginner to
advanced.

e Sundance Film Festival: Visit in January to experience the famous Sundance Film Festival.

e Snowshoeing & dog sledding: Park City offers plenty of non-ski winter activities.

10. Val d'lIsere, France

One of the most prestigious Winter Sports Destinations in the French Alps, Val d'Isére is known for its
high-altitude skiing, long seasons, and lively aprés-ski scene. The resort is part of the Espace Killy ski area,
which it shares with neighboring Tignes, providing access to over 300 km of ski runs. Val d'lsére is a haven
for advanced skiers, with plenty of off-piste opportunities and steep descents.



Highlights:

e Skiing & Snowboarding: The extensive Espace Killy area offers something for all skill levels,
including incredible off-piste skiing.

o Apres-ski: Val d'Isére is renowned for its apres-ski venues, from lively bars to gourmet restaurants.

e Night skiing: Experience skiing under the stars with Val d'Isere’s night skiing opportunities.

For winter sports enthusiasts, 2024 promises to be a year filled with adventure and excitement. From the
steep slopes of Jackson Hole to the powdery landscapes of Hakuba Valley, these top winter sports
destinations offer a mix of world-class skiing, snowboarding, and unique winter experiences. Whether
you're looking for challenging runs, cultural experiences, or simply a cozy mountain escape, these
destinations provide the perfect setting for your next winter getaway. So, grab your gear, hit the slopes, and
embrace the thrill of winter sports in some of the most breathtaking Winter Sports Destinations around the
globe. Whether you're an adrenaline-seeking expert or a casual skier looking to enjoy scenic runs, 2024’s
top winter spots promise unforgettable memories. Don’t forget to explore local cultures, indulge in apres-
ski relaxation, and savor the unique charm of each location. Winter is calling, and these destinations are
ready to make your next adventure truly extraordinary.



