
10 Best National Parks to Visit for Nature Travel Lovers in 2024 

For nature travel lovers, national parks offer a sanctuary of breathtaking landscapes, diverse ecosystems, 

and outdoor adventure. Whether you're hiking through dramatic mountain ranges, exploring pristine lakes, 

or discovering unique wildlife, national parks provide a perfect escape into the natural world. If you're 

planning your travels for 2024 and looking for the ultimate nature destinations, here are the 10 best national 

parks that promise unforgettable experiences. 

10 Best National Parks to Visit for Nature Travel Lovers 

1. Yellowstone National Park, USA 

As the first national park in the world, Yellowstone is a must-visit for any nature travel lover. Famous for 

its geothermal features, including the iconic Old Faithful geyser, this park offers a diverse landscape of hot 

springs, waterfalls, forests, and grasslands. Wildlife enthusiasts can spot bison, wolves, bears, and elk in 

their natural habitat. Yellowstone's vast wilderness and unique geothermal wonders make it a top 

destination for 2024. 

Highlights: 

 Geothermal features like Old Faithful and the Grand Prismatic Spring 

 Wildlife watching in the Lamar and Hayden Valleys 

 Hiking trails that range from easy boardwalks to challenging backcountry treks 

 

2. Banff National Park, Canada 

Nestled in the heart of the Canadian Rockies, Banff National Park is a nature travel lover’s paradise. Its 

turquoise lakes, rugged mountain peaks, and abundant wildlife offer a perfect setting for adventure. In the 

summer, visitors can hike, canoe, and explore scenic drives, while the winter months bring excellent 

opportunities for skiing and snowboarding. 

Highlights: 

 The stunning Lake Louise and Moraine Lake 



 The Icefields Parkway, one of the most scenic drives in the world 

 Hikes to mountain peaks, waterfalls, and alpine meadows 

 

3. Torres del Paine National Park, Chile 

Torres del Paine is a gem of Patagonia, renowned for its towering granite peaks, shimmering glaciers, and 

turquoise lakes. This national park offers a remote and pristine wilderness that’s perfect for adventurers and 

nature travel lovers seeking solitude and awe-inspiring landscapes. The park’s trekking routes, such as the 

W Circuit, provide access to some of the most dramatic scenery in South America. 

Highlights: 

 The iconic Paine Massif and Torres del Paine towers 

 Glacier trekking and kayaking on Grey Lake 

 Wildlife spotting, including guanacos, pumas, and Andean condors 

 



4. Kruger National Park, South Africa 

For wildlife lovers, Kruger National Park is one of the best national parks in the world to experience a 

safari. Home to the Big Five (lion, leopard, rhinoceros, elephant, and buffalo), Kruger offers an unparalleled 

chance to see Africa’s most iconic animals in the wild. Visitors can embark on guided safari tours, self-

drive through the park, or stay in luxury lodges for an immersive wildlife experience. 

Highlights: 

 Game drives to see the Big Five and over 500 species of birds 

 Night safaris for nocturnal wildlife encounters 

 Historical sites like Masorini and Thulamela 

 

5. Fiordland National Park, New Zealand 

Fiordland National Park is one of New Zealand’s most dramatic and remote landscapes, making it a must-

visit destination for nature travel lovers. Located in the South Island, the park is famous for its fjords, 

including the renowned Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound. The combination of towering mountains, deep 

fjords, and lush rainforests makes Fiordland a paradise for hikers, kayakers, and nature photographers. 

Highlights: 

 Scenic cruises through Milford and Doubtful Sound 

 Hiking the famous Milford Track and Routeburn Track 

 Exploring Lake Te Anau and its glowworm caves 

 

Click here for finding essential travel photography 

 

https://tripandseek.com/travel-photography/


 

6. Glacier National Park, USA 

Known as the "Crown of the Continent," Glacier National Park in Montana boasts breathtaking alpine 

scenery and over 700 miles of hiking trails. Its glacially-carved valleys, crystal-clear lakes, and abundant 

wildlife make it a top destination for nature travel lovers. Visitors can explore the iconic Going-to-the-Sun 

Road or embark on backcountry adventures to experience the park's untouched wilderness. 

Highlights: 

 The Going-to-the-Sun Road, one of the most scenic drives in the US 

 Hiking to Grinnell Glacier and Iceberg Lake 

 Wildlife watching for mountain goats, grizzly bears, and moose 

 



7. Plitvice Lakes National Park, Croatia 

For a unique natural wonder, Plitvice Lakes National Park in Croatia is famous for its cascading lakes and 

waterfalls. The park’s network of turquoise lakes, interconnected by wooden boardwalks and surrounded 

by lush forests, creates a surreal and serene atmosphere. Nature travel lovers can spend days exploring the 

park’s trails and admiring the beauty of this UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Highlights: 

 Exploring the 16 interconnected lakes and waterfalls 

 Walking the wooden paths over the clear waters 

 Wildlife spotting, including deer, bears, and rare bird species 

 

8. Cinque Terre National Park, Italy 

Cinque Terre combines breathtaking coastal views with picturesque Italian villages, making it a top 

destination for nature travel lovers. This national park is a UNESCO World Heritage site and offers a mix 

of hiking, beach exploration, and cultural experiences. The five colorful fishing villages—Monterosso, 

Vernazza, Corniglia, Manarola, and Riomaggiore—are connected by scenic hiking trails that offer 

panoramic views of the Mediterranean Sea. 

Highlights: 

 Hiking the Sentiero Azzurro trail between the villages 

 Swimming in the clear waters of Monterosso Beach 

 Enjoying fresh seafood in the charming coastal towns 



 

9. Jasper National Park, Canada 

Located in Alberta, Jasper National Park is the largest national park in the Canadian Rockies and a haven 

for nature travel lovers. Its rugged wilderness, crystal-clear lakes, and abundant wildlife make it a must-

visit destination for adventurers. Whether you’re hiking to alpine meadows, canoeing on Maligne Lake, or 

stargazing in the Dark Sky Preserve, Jasper offers endless outdoor activities. 

Highlights: 

 Maligne Lake and Spirit Island, one of Canada’s most photographed spots 

 Wildlife watching for elk, bears, and wolves 

 Stargazing in Jasper’s designated Dark Sky Preserve 

 



10. Serengeti National Park, Tanzania 

Serengeti National Park is one of Africa’s most famous national parks, known for the Great Migration of 

wildebeest and zebra that occurs annually. This vast savannah landscape is home to an incredible array of 

wildlife, including lions, cheetahs, elephants, and giraffes. For nature travel lovers, a visit to the Serengeti 

offers an unforgettable opportunity to witness nature’s most spectacular show and explore the beauty of the 

African wilderness. 

Highlights: 

 Witnessing the Great Migration between Serengeti and the Maasai Mara 

 Hot air balloon safaris over the plains 

 Game drives to see the Big Five and other wildlife 

 

National parks are the ultimate destinations for nature travel lovers, offering unparalleled opportunities to 

connect with the natural world. Whether you’re drawn to the mountains, oceans, forests, or savannahs, these 

10 best national parks for 2024 provide diverse landscapes and unforgettable experiences. From the 

towering peaks of Torres del Paine to the wildlife-rich plains of Serengeti, each park offers a unique 

adventure that will inspire your love for nature and the great outdoors. So pack your bags and get ready to 

explore some of the most beautiful natural wonders our planet has to offer! 


