
Best Things to Do in Chamonix: A 3-Day Winter Guide to Exploring the French Alps 

Nestled in the heart of the French Alps, Chamonix is a winter paradise known for its breathtaking 

landscapes, world-class ski resorts, and charming alpine village atmosphere. Whether you're an experienced 

skier or simply looking for a cozy winter getaway, Chamonix offers something for everyone. Here's a 3-

day guide to making the most of your winter escape to this iconic destination. 

Click here for finding Best Winter Sports Destinations for 2024 

Day 1: Discover Chamonix’s Ski Slopes and Alpine Charm 

Morning: Hit the Slopes of Les Grands Montets 

Start your adventure by skiing or snowboarding at one of Chamonix's premier ski areas, Les Grands 

Montets. Known for its challenging off-piste terrain and impressive vertical drops, it’s perfect for 

experienced skiers. If you're a beginner, don’t worry—there are plenty of slopes for all skill levels. 

Take a lesson with one of the local ski schools if you're new to skiing, or simply refine your technique with 

expert guidance. 

Afternoon: Lunch with a View 

After a morning of skiing, head to a mountainside restaurant such as Le Panoramique at the top of the 

Grands Montets lift. Enjoy traditional Savoyard dishes like fondue or raclette while taking in panoramic 

views of Mont Blanc and the surrounding peaks. 

Afternoon: Explore Chamonix Town 

Spend the afternoon exploring the town of Chamonix, with its quaint streets filled with cafés, shops, and 

galleries. Don’t miss a visit to Maison des Artistes, a venue that showcases local artwork and live 

performances. 

For some après-ski relaxation, stop by Elevation 1904 for a hot drink or mulled wine and soak in the vibrant 

alpine atmosphere. 

Evening: Savoyard Dinner 

Wrap up your day with a cozy dinner at La Caleche, a rustic restaurant known for serving hearty alpine 

cuisine. Warm up with a traditional dish like tartiflette or a meat and cheese platter featuring local 

specialties. 
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Day 2: Experience High-Altitude Adventure 

Morning: Aiguille du Midi Cable Car 

Start your second day by taking the Aiguille du Midi cable car, one of Chamonix’s most famous attractions. 

Ascend to 3,842 meters and take in awe-inspiring views of Mont Blanc, Europe’s highest peak. For an extra 

thrill, walk out onto the Step Into the Void glass skywalk, where you can stand over a sheer drop with the 

mountains surrounding you. 

If you're feeling adventurous, take the Vallée Blanche route—a 20km off-piste glacier descent that’s a must 

for experienced skiers. 

Afternoon: Lunch at Altitude 

After an exhilarating morning, enjoy lunch at Le 3842, one of the highest restaurants in Europe. The 

breathtaking views from here complement the delicious alpine cuisine perfectly. 

Afternoon: Winter Hiking or Snowshoeing 

For a change of pace, try winter hiking or snowshoeing. There are numerous marked trails in Chamonix, 

such as the trail to the Flégère area, which offers stunning views of the valley and Mont Blanc. 

You can rent snowshoes from local shops and follow guided paths through quiet forests and snow-covered 

meadows, allowing you to immerse yourself in the serenity of the Alps. 

Evening: Relax at a Spa 

After a day full of excitement, treat yourself to some relaxation at QC Terme Chamonix, a luxury spa 

offering outdoor thermal pools, saunas, and massages. The soothing warmth of the thermal baths combined 

with the views of the snow-covered mountains creates the ultimate alpine spa experience. 



 

Day 3: Explore Chamonix’s Natural Beauty and History 

Morning: Montenvers and Mer de Glace 

Take the scenic Montenvers Railway up to the Mer de Glace, France’s largest glacier. Once at the top, visit 

the Ice Cave carved into the glacier itself and explore the Glaciorium museum to learn about the history 

and future of this incredible natural wonder. 

For adventurers, try ice climbing with a local guide on the frozen waterfalls near the glacier. 

Afternoon: Lunch in Chamonix 

Head back to Chamonix for a leisurely lunch at Munchie, a modern restaurant that fuses French and Asian 

cuisine. Their creative menu offers a welcome change from traditional alpine dishes. 

Afternoon: Paragliding or Helicopter Tour 

If you’re seeking a truly unforgettable experience, why not go paragliding over the Mont Blanc Massif? 

Flights are offered year-round, and the winter scenery from above is breathtaking. 

Alternatively, book a helicopter tour for an incredible bird’s-eye view of the Alps and the Chamonix valley. 

Evening: Fondue Night 

For your final night in Chamonix, indulge in a traditional fondue at Restaurant Le Serac. End your winter 

escape by enjoying a meal that reflects the heart of alpine culture—melting cheese, fresh bread, and great 

company. 



 

Additional Tips for Your Chamonix Winter Adventure 

Lift Passes: Buy your lift passes in advance online to save time and money. The Mont Blanc Unlimited 

Pass covers all ski areas in Chamonix and even extends to nearby resorts like Courmayeur in Italy. 

Dress in Layers: Chamonix’s weather can change quickly, so make sure to dress in layers. You’ll want to 

be prepared for both cold mountain tops and warmer valley conditions. 

Book Early: Chamonix is a popular destination, especially during the winter season. Booking your 

accommodation, ski lessons, and excursions early is essential to ensure availability. 

Transportation: The best way to get around Chamonix is by foot or using the free shuttle buses that run 

through the town and to ski areas. If you plan to explore beyond Chamonix, renting a car may be useful, 

but within the town, walking is the most scenic and convenient option. 



 

Some Accommodations in Chamonix 

Chamonix offers a range of accommodations to suit every traveler, from luxury resorts to cozy chalets. 

Here are some great options for different tastes and budgets: 

1. Hôtel Mont-Blanc Chamonix 

Type: Luxury Hotel 

Description: This 5-star hotel offers stunning views of Mont Blanc, along with elegant rooms, a full-service 

spa, and gourmet dining. Located in the heart of Chamonix, it’s perfect for those looking for a high-end 

experience with convenient access to the town and slopes. 

2. Les Granges d’en Haut 

Type: Luxury Chalet Resort 

Description: Set just outside of Chamonix, this luxurious chalet resort offers private chalets with modern 

amenities, including kitchens, fireplaces, and stunning mountain views. It’s ideal for those looking for 

privacy and a more secluded experience. 

3. Hôtel Le Morgane 

Type: Boutique Hotel 

Description: Combining comfort with modern design, this 4-star boutique hotel is located close to the 

Aiguille du Midi cable car. It features a spa, an indoor pool, and an excellent restaurant offering a refined 

dining experience. 

4. La Folie Douce Hotel Chamonix 

Type: Mid-Range Hotel 



Description: This stylish and fun hotel offers a great blend of modern comfort and alpine charm. With a 

lively après-ski scene, several restaurants, and a wellness area, La Folie Douce is ideal for younger travelers 

or those seeking a vibrant atmosphere. 

5. Hotel L'Heliopic Sweet & Spa 

Type: Mid-Range Hotel 

Description: Located near the Aiguille du Midi cable car, this 4-star hotel boasts a trendy design and offers 

a top-notch spa, including an ice grotto and relaxation area. It's a favorite among families and couples 

looking for relaxation after a day on the slopes. 

6. Chalet Hôtel Le Prieuré 

Type: Mid-Range Hotel 

Description: This cozy, chalet-style hotel is centrally located in Chamonix and offers great value for money. 

With views of Mont Blanc and a traditional alpine ambiance, it's a charming option for budget-conscious 

travelers who don’t want to sacrifice comfort. 

7. Résidence & Spa Vallorcine Mont-Blanc 

Type: Apartment-Style Accommodation 

Description: For those who prefer a self-catered option, this residence offers spacious apartments with 

kitchenettes, along with a spa, indoor pool, and sauna. It's located in Vallorcine, just outside of Chamonix, 

offering a quieter stay with access to nature. 

Highlight: Perfect for families or longer stays with full amenities. 

8. Hôtel de l'Arve 

Type: Budget Hotel 

Description: Located near the center of Chamonix, this affordable option offers simple, comfortable rooms 

with mountain views. Guests can also enjoy a fitness center and sauna. It’s a great choice for budget 

travelers who want a central location. 

9. Auberge du Manoir 

Type: Bed & Breakfast 

Description: This charming B&B is located just a short walk from Chamonix’s main street and offers cozy 

rooms with traditional alpine décor. The intimate setting and warm hospitality make it a great option for 

couples or small groups. 

10. Chalet Les Pelerins 

Type: Chalet Rental 

Description: Perfect for larger groups or families, Chalet Les Pelerins offers a homely, self-catering option 

with stunning views of Mont Blanc. The chalet is fully equipped and located just outside the town center, 

providing peace and tranquility with easy access to activities. 



 

Chamonix is the ultimate winter wonderland, offering a mix of thrilling outdoor activities, breathtaking 

natural beauty, and cozy alpine charm. Whether you’re skiing down the slopes of Les Grands Montets, 

hiking along scenic trails, or simply enjoying the view of Mont Blanc, this 3-day winter guide will help you 

make the most of your trip to the French Alps. With its rich history, vibrant culture, and stunning landscapes, 

Chamonix promises an unforgettable winter experience for all travelers. 

 


