
Traveling with Pets: 10 Best Pet-Friendly Destinations and Essential Tips 

Pet-friendly destinations make traveling one of life’s greatest pleasures, and for many pet owners, the 

adventure is incomplete without their furry friends. Fortunately, more destinations are becoming pet-

friendly, allowing you to explore new places while keeping your beloved companions by your side. This 

article highlights the ten best pet-friendly destinations and provides essential tips to ensure a smooth and 

enjoyable journey for both you and your pets. 

10 Best Pet-Friendly Destinations 

1. San Diego, California 

San Diego is a pet paradise and one of the top pet-friendly destinations, boasting numerous dog-friendly 

beaches, parks, and restaurants. Dog Beach in Ocean Beach is a popular spot where dogs can roam freely. 

The city also offers pet-friendly accommodations, such as the Hotel Del Coronado, which welcomes pets 

with open arms. Explore the scenic Balboa Park or take a stroll along the Embarcadero with your furry 

friend. 

2. Asheville, North Carolina 

Asheville, one of the top pet-friendly destinations, is known for its vibrant arts scene and stunning mountain 

views. This charming city is incredibly pet-friendly, with many breweries and restaurants allowing dogs on 

patios. Visit the Biltmore Estate, which has specific hours for pets, or hike the numerous trails in the Blue 

Ridge Mountains. Many hotels, like the Aloft Asheville Downtown, cater to pet owners. 

 



3. Portland, Oregon 

Portland embraces its pet-friendly reputation wholeheartedly. This city offers a plethora of dog parks and 

pet-friendly eateries. Spend the day at Forest Park, one of the largest urban forests in the U.S., or enjoy a 

meal at Pine Street Market, where dogs are welcome. The Kimpton RiverPlace Hotel offers amenities for 

pets, including pet beds and bowls. 

4. Charleston, South Carolina 

Charleston’s historic charm is paired with a welcoming attitude towards pets, making it one of the top pet-

friendly destinations. Many outdoor restaurants allow dogs on their patios, especially in the Historic 

District. Take your pet for a walk along the Battery or the Waterfront Park, where they can enjoy the 

beautiful views. The Vendue hotel offers a pet-friendly policy that includes special treats for your four-

legged friends. 

5. Savannah, Georgia 

Savannah is a picturesque city with its tree-lined streets and historic squares, making it a perfect destination 

for pet owners seeking pet-friendly destinations. Forsyth Park is an excellent place for dogs to run and play, 

and many restaurants offer outdoor seating where pets are welcome. The Mansion on Forsyth Park is a 

luxurious option that also accommodates pets. 

6. Austin, Texas 

Austin is known for its live music scene, food trucks, and Pet-Friendly Destinations. The city boasts 

numerous dog parks, including Zilker Park, where dogs can swim in the Barton Springs Pool. Many 

restaurants and bars, such as Banger's Sausage House & Beer Garden, are pet-friendly. The Kimpton Hotel 

Van Zandt is another excellent choice for pet owners. 

 

7. Seattle, Washington 



Seattle is a fantastic pet-friendly destination for pet lovers, offering numerous parks, trails, and pet-friendly 

establishments. Explore Discovery Park, where dogs can enjoy the scenic views and trails. Many restaurants 

allow dogs on their patios, especially in Ballard. The Hotel Max welcomes pets and even provides a pet-

friendly package. 

8. New Orleans, Louisiana 

New Orleans is not only known for its vibrant culture and music scene but also for being pet-friendly 

destinations. Many outdoor cafés, such as those in the French Quarter, allow dogs to join their owners. Take 

your pet for a stroll in City Park, where they can enjoy the beautiful surroundings. The Le Pavillon Hotel 

is an excellent option for those traveling with pets. 

9. Boulder, Colorado 

Boulder is an outdoor lover’s dream and is highly accommodating for pets, making it one of the top pet-

friendly destinations. With stunning hiking trails, such as the Chautauqua Park, and pet-friendly parks, you 

and your furry friend can enjoy nature together. The city also offers many pet-friendly accommodations, 

like the St Julien Hotel & Spa, which welcomes pets with amenities and treats. 

10. San Francisco, California 

San Francisco is another pet-friendly destination with countless parks and scenic locations. Golden Gate 

Park and Crissy Field offer expansive areas for dogs to roam and play. Many restaurants and cafés have 

outdoor seating that allows pets, making it easy to enjoy a meal together. The Kimpton Alton Hotel provides 

pet-friendly amenities and services. 

 

Essential Tips for Traveling with Pets 

1. Plan Ahead: Before you embark on your journey, research pet-friendly accommodations, 

attractions, and restaurants. Make reservations and check their pet policies to avoid any surprises. 



2. Pack Wisely: Bring your pet’s essentials, including food, water, bowls, leash, waste bags, grooming 

supplies, and any medications. Don’t forget their favorite toys and bedding to help them feel more 

comfortable in new surroundings. 

3. Travel Safety: Ensure your pet is safe during travel. Use a pet seatbelt or carrier in the car and never 

leave them alone in a parked vehicle. If flying, check with the airline for their specific pet travel 

policies. 

4. Health and Identification: Ensure your pet is up-to-date on vaccinations and has a collar with an ID 

tag that includes your contact information. It’s also a good idea to carry a copy of their medical 

records. 

5. Take Breaks: When traveling long distances, take regular breaks to allow your pet to stretch, 

hydrate, and relieve themselves. This will help reduce stress for both you and your furry friend. 

6. Maintain Routine: Try to keep your pet’s routine as consistent as possible, including feeding times 

and exercise. This familiarity will help them adjust to the new environment. 

7. Respect Others: Not everyone loves pets as much as you do, so be mindful of your surroundings. 

Keep your pet on a leash in public areas and clean up after them promptly. 

8. Monitor Behavior: Keep an eye on your pet’s behavior while traveling. If they seem anxious or 

stressed, provide comfort and reassurance. Sometimes, pets may need a little extra attention in 

unfamiliar settings. 

9. Prepare for Emergencies: Research nearby veterinary clinics in your destination in case of 

emergencies. Having a plan in place will give you peace of mind during your travels. 

10. Enjoy the Experience: Traveling with your pet should be a fun experience for both of you. Embrace 

the adventure, take lots of pictures, and create lasting memories together. 

 

 

https://tripandseek.com/couple-adventure-vacation/


Traveling with pets can be a rewarding experience, allowing you to explore new pet-friendly destinations 

while enjoying the companionship of your furry friends. With the right planning and a little flexibility, you 

can create unforgettable memories together. Whether you’re lounging on a pet-friendly beach or hiking 

scenic trails, these ten pet-friendly destinations offer a variety of experiences that cater to both you and your 

beloved pets. So pack your bags, hit the road, and embark on an adventure that you’ll both cherish for years 

to come! 


