
Culinary Travel Guide: Best Food Destinations for Foodies in 2024 

Culinary travel is not just about exploring new places; it's also about experiencing different cultures through 

their culinary offerings. For food enthusiasts, discovering the flavors of a new destination can be the 

highlight of any trip. Whether you’re a fan of street food, gourmet dining, or traditional home-cooked meals, 

2024 has some incredible food destinations that promise to tantalize your taste buds. Here's a culinary travel 

guide to the best food destinations for foodies this year. 

Culinary Travel Guide to Food Destinations 

1. Tokyo, Japan: A Symphony of Flavors  

Tokyo, a city with more Michelin stars than any other, is a paradise for culinary travel enthusiasts and food 

lovers alike. The city offers a vast spectrum of culinary delights, from high-end sushi bars to bustling street 

food markets. Traditional Japanese cuisine, or washoku, is celebrated for its seasonal ingredients and 

meticulous preparation methods. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Sushi: For an authentic experience, visit the famous Tsukiji Outer Market or dine at a renowned sushi-ya 

like Sukiyabashi Jiro. 

 

Ramen: Savor a steaming bowl of ramen at specialty shops like Ichiran or Ippudo, where you can choose 

from a variety of broths and toppings. 

Kaiseki: Experience the pinnacle of Japanese fine dining with a multi-course kaiseki meal at restaurants 

like Kikunoi. 

Unique Experiences: 

Take a sushi-making class and learn the art of this delicate cuisine from a professional chef. 

https://tripandseek.com/kyoto/


Explore the backstreets of Shibuya and Shinjuku on a food tour, sampling yakitori, tempura, and sweet 

treats like taiyaki. 

2. Lima, Peru: A Fusion of Cultures 

Peruvian cuisine is a vibrant mix of indigenous, Spanish, African, and Asian influences, making it a top 

destination for culinary travel. Lima, the culinary capital of South America, is where you can experience 

this fusion at its finest. The city is home to several of the world’s top restaurants, including Central and 

Maido, both of which showcase innovative interpretations of traditional Peruvian ingredients. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Ceviche: Fresh fish marinated in lime juice, onions, and chili peppers, typically served with sweet potatoes 

and corn. 

Lomo Saltado: A stir-fry dish of beef, onions, and tomatoes, served with fries and rice, reflecting Chinese 

influence. 

 

Anticuchos: Grilled beef heart skewers, marinated in a rich, spicy sauce. 

Unique Experiences: 

Visit the Surquillo Market to learn about the diverse ingredients used in Peruvian cuisine. 

Take a cooking class and learn how to make classic dishes like ceviche and causa rellena. 

3. Naples, Italy: The Birthplace of Pizza 



Naples, the birthplace of pizza, is a must-visit for any food lover on a culinary travel adventure. The city's 

culinary scene is defined by its simplicity and reliance on fresh, high-quality ingredients. Neapolitan cuisine 

goes beyond pizza, with a rich tradition of seafood, pastries, and pasta dishes. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Pizza Margherita: Made with just three ingredients—tomato, mozzarella, and basil—this iconic dish is best 

enjoyed at pizzerias like Da Michele. 

Spaghetti alle Vongole: A simple yet delicious dish of spaghetti with clams, garlic, and olive oil. 

 

Sfogliatella: A flaky pastry filled with sweet ricotta cheese and flavored with orange zest. 

Unique Experiences: 

Take a pizza-making workshop to learn the secrets of creating the perfect Neapolitan pizza. 

Explore the local markets and street food stalls for a taste of authentic Neapolitan snacks like arancini and 

frittatine. 

4. Bangkok, Thailand: A Street Food Paradise 

Bangkok is synonymous with vibrant street food culture. The city’s bustling markets and roadside stalls 

offer an endless array of flavors and aromas, making it one of the best destinations for foodies who love 

bold, spicy, and aromatic dishes. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Pad Thai: Stir-fried noodles with shrimp, tofu, eggs, and peanuts, typically served with lime and chili. 

Som Tum: A refreshing green papaya salad with a spicy, tangy dressing. 

Tom Yum Goong: A hot and sour soup with shrimp, lemongrass, kaffir lime leaves, and chili. 



 

Unique Experiences: 

Embark on a night market tour and sample street food favorites like mango sticky rice and grilled satay. 

Take a cooking class at the Baipai Thai Cooking School to learn how to make traditional dishes from 

scratch. 

5. Barcelona, Spain: A Tapestry of Flavors 

Barcelona, with its rich Catalan heritage, is a dream destination for culinary travel enthusiasts and food 

lovers alike. The city is known for its tapas culture, innovative cuisine, and fresh Mediterranean ingredients. 

From bustling markets to Michelin-starred restaurants, Barcelona offers a culinary travel experience like 

no other. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Tapas: Small plates of various dishes like patatas bravas, gambas al ajillo, and jamón ibérico, perfect for 

sharing. 

Paella: Although a Valencian dish, Barcelona serves up some delicious variations of this rice dish, 

especially seafood paella. 



 

Crema Catalana: A creamy dessert similar to crème brûlée, flavored with citrus and cinnamon. 

Unique Experiences: 

Visit La Boqueria Market to sample local cheeses, cured meats, and fresh seafood. 

Join a tapas tour in the Gothic Quarter, exploring hidden gems and learning about the history of these small 

plates. 

6. Marrakech, Morocco: A Feast for the Senses 

Marrakech is a city that captivates the senses with its vibrant colors, bustling souks, and intoxicating 

aromas. For those on a culinary travel journey, Moroccan cuisine is a rich tapestry of flavors, with 

influences from Berber, Arab, and French culinary traditions. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Tagine: A slow-cooked stew made with meats, vegetables, and aromatic spices like cumin and coriander. 

Couscous: Often served with vegetables and meat, this traditional dish is a staple of Moroccan cuisine. 



 

Pastilla: A savory-sweet pie made with layers of flaky pastry, filled with spiced meat, and topped with 

powdered sugar and cinnamon. 

Unique Experiences: 

Take a cooking class to learn how to prepare a traditional tagine and bake Moroccan bread. 

Explore the Jemaa el-Fnaa square at night, sampling street food like harira soup, grilled meats, and sweet 

pastries. 

7. New Orleans, USA: A Melting Pot of Flavors 

New Orleans is a city with a culinary travel scene as vibrant as its music and culture. The city’s food is a 

unique blend of Creole, Cajun, French, and African influences, offering a taste experience like no other in 

the United States. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Gumbo: A rich, hearty stew made with seafood, sausage, and okra, served over rice. 

Jambalaya: A spicy rice dish cooked with meats, vegetables, and Creole spices. 

Beignets: Fried dough pastries dusted with powdered sugar, best enjoyed with a cup of chicory coffee at 

Café du Monde. 



 

Unique Experiences: 

Join a food tour of the French Quarter to sample iconic dishes like po’boys and muffulettas. 

Visit the New Orleans School of Cooking to learn the secrets of Creole and Cajun cuisine. 

8. Hanoi, Vietnam: A Balance of Flavors 

Hanoi’s street food culture is legendary, offering a perfect balance of flavors—sweet, salty, sour, and spicy. 

The city’s culinary travel scene is a reflection of its history, with influences from Chinese and French 

cuisine blending seamlessly with traditional Vietnamese dishes. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Pho: A fragrant noodle soup with beef or chicken, flavored with herbs, lime, and chili. 

Banh Mi: A French-inspired sandwich filled with various ingredients like pate, pork, and pickled 

vegetables. 

 



Bun Cha: Grilled pork served with vermicelli noodles, fresh herbs, and a tangy dipping sauce. 

Unique Experiences: 

Take a street food tour of the Old Quarter, sampling local favorites like egg coffee and banh cuon. 

Join a cooking class to learn how to make classic Vietnamese dishes like pho and spring rolls. 

9. Mexico City, Mexico: A Culinary Mosaic 

Mexico City is a vibrant metropolis with a culinary travel scene as diverse as its culture. The city is a 

melting pot of regional Mexican cuisines, offering everything from street food to high-end dining. Here, 

traditional dishes meet contemporary innovation, making it a paradise for food lovers. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Tacos al Pastor: Marinated pork cooked on a vertical spit, served in a corn tortilla with pineapple, onions, 

and cilantro. 

 

Chiles en Nogada: Poblano chilies stuffed with a mixture of meat and fruits, topped with a walnut cream 

sauce and pomegranate seeds. 

Mole Poblano: A rich, complex sauce made with a blend of chili peppers, chocolate, and spices, typically 

served over chicken. 

Unique Experiences: 

Visit the vibrant markets like Mercado de San Juan to explore exotic ingredients and sample regional 

delicacies. 

Join a street food tour to taste iconic Mexican dishes like tamales, tlacoyos, and esquites. 

10. Istanbul, Turkey: A Crossroad of Culinary Traditions 



Istanbul, where East meets West, is a city that offers a unique culinary journey through a blend of Ottoman, 

Mediterranean, and Middle Eastern flavors. The city's vibrant food scene, from bustling bazaars to elegant 

rooftop restaurants, makes it an ideal destination for adventurous foodies. 

Must-Try Dishes: 

Meze: A selection of small dishes such as hummus, baba ganoush, and stuffed grape leaves, often served 

as appetizers. 

Kebabs: From the famous doner kebab to adana kebab, there are countless varieties to try. 

Baklava: Layers of flaky pastry filled with nuts and sweetened with honey or syrup, a classic Turkish 

dessert. 

 

Unique Experiences: 

Visit the Spice Bazaar to discover the rich variety of spices, teas, and Turkish delights. 

Take a food tour through the neighborhoods of Kadikoy and Karakoy, sampling street food like simit, balik 

ekmek (fish sandwich), and kumpir (stuffed baked potatoes). 

In 2024, foodies are spoiled for choice when it comes to culinary travel destinations. From the bustling 

markets of Bangkok to the refined flavors of Kyoto, and the vibrant street food scene in Hanoi, these 

destinations offer unique and unforgettable food experiences. Whether you're seeking traditional dishes or 

modern interpretations, these cities are sure to satisfy your culinary curiosity and inspire your taste buds. 

So pack your bags, and let your taste buds lead the way on a delicious journey around the world! 


